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Law is working. Since its passage, law en-
forcement officials have stopped hundreds of
thousands of felons, fugitives, and stalkers
from buying handguns every year. By keep-
ing guns out of the hands of criminals—and
putting more police in our communities—
we have helped cut the crime rate to its low-
est point in a generation. We must now ex-
tend the Brady Law’s provisions to violent
juveniles and bar them from owning guns for
life. I call on Congress once again to pass
this needed, commonsense legislation.

NOTE: This statement was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on June 19 but was
embargoed for release until 4:30 p.m., June 21.
This item was not received in time for publication
in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
June 20, 1998

Good morning. Tomorrow is Father’s Day,
the day we pay tribute to the irreplaceable
role fathers play throughout our children’s
lives. There is no greater responsibility and
no greater reward than raising a child. And
for me, no job, not even the Presidency, has
been more important.

I want to talk to you today about what
we’re doing to protect our fathers, our grand-
fathers, and all men from one of the greatest
health threats they face: prostate cancer. This
year nearly 200,000 people will be diagnosed
with prostate cancer, and 40,000 will die
from it. In fact, every year, as many men die
from prostate cancer as women die from
breast cancer.

For far too long, too little was known about
prostate cancer. Too little was said about it
out of embarrassment and fear. Because of
this, too little was done about it as precious
research dollars were spent on other prob-
lems.

For 5 years now, we’ve worked hard to
increase public awareness about prostate
cancer and to find a cure. Since I first took
office, we have increased funding for prostate
cancer research at the National Institutes of
Health by 100 percent. This year alone we’re
funding more than 450 critically important
research projects on prostate cancer, ranging
from prevention to detection to treatment.

Last year scientists at the Human Genome
Project and Johns Hopkins University lo-
cated the first gene known to predispose men
to prostate cancer. Prostate cancer is the first
disease being studied by the Cancer Genome
Anatomy Project, a very exciting new pro-
gram we recently launched at the National
Cancer Institute. We are closing in on this
silent killer.

But as far as we’ve come, we know many
questions about prostate cancer remain un-
answered. We do not fully understand the
role of environmental and dietary factors in
prostate cancer. We do not fully understand
why the disease progresses at such varying
rates in different men. We do not yet know
why prostate cancer disproportionately af-
fects African-American men. And we do not
yet know how to eliminate the risks of treat-
ment for prostate cancer that discourage too
many men from seeing their doctors.

The only way we will ever answer these
questions and the only way we will ever beat
prostate cancer is by continuing to invest in
research. Today I am pleased to announce
that the Department of Defense is awarding
$60 million in grants to some of the most
promising research projects in the country.
These grants will fund innovative new studies
to determine the causes of prostate cancer,
to develop new methods of prevention and
detection, and most of all, to discover
groundbreaking new treatments that will
save lives.

These grants are an important step in our
fight against prostate cancer. But we must
press on. This year, as part of the historic
legislation to protect our children from to-
bacco, I proposed to make the largest com-
mitment in history to funding cutting-edge
cancer research, a two-thirds increase to the
National Cancer Institute. My proposal
would also allow people on Medicare to par-
ticipate in cancer clinical trials. This is espe-
cially important for prostate cancer, which
overwhelmingly affects men over 65. The
more older men are able to participate in
these trials, the more we will learn about the
disease and the faster we’ll be able to find
a cure.

But 3 days ago a Republican minority in
the Senate bowed to enormous pressure by
the tobacco industry and voted to kill this
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legislation. They voted against protecting our
children from tobacco, against our families,
and they voted against increased cancer re-
search and against saving lives. The American
people shouldn’t stand for it, and I’ll keep
fighting to reverse it.

This Father’s Day, as we celebrate how
much our fathers mean to their children, we
should also renew our commitment as fa-
thers, as parents, and as Americans to our
families by insisting that Congress join to-
gether in passing comprehensive tobacco leg-
islation to protect our children, to give us
the funds for cancer research, and give us
the chance to save more fathers and to
strengthen our Nation.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
the Deployment of United States
Military Forces for Stabilization of
the Balkan Peace Process
June 19, 1998

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
In my last 6-month report to the Congress

I provided further information on the de-
ployment of combat-equipped U.S. Armed
Forces to Bosnia and other states in the re-
gion in order to participate in and support
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO)-led Stabilization Force (SFOR),
which began its mission and assumed author-
ity from the NATO-led Implementation
Force (IFOR) on December 20, 1996. I am
providing this supplemental report, consist-
ent with the War Powers Resolution, to help
ensure that the Congress is kept fully in-
formed on continued U.S. contributions in
support of peacekeeping efforts in the former
Yugoslavia.

We continue to work in concert with oth-
ers in the international community to en-
courage the parties to fulfill their commit-
ments under the Dayton Peace Agreement
and to build on the gains achieved over the
last 2 years. It remains in the U.S. national
interest to help bring peace to Bosnia, both
for humanitarian reasons and to halt the dan-
gers the fighting in Bosnia represented to se-

curity and stability in Europe generally.
Through American leadership and in con-
junction with our NATO allies and other
countries, we have seen increasingly rapid
progress toward sustainable peace in Bosnia.
We have helped foster more cooperative pro-
Dayton leadership in Bosnia-Herzegovina,
resulting in much improved performance by
the parties in fulfilling their responsibilities
to implement the Dayton Peace Agreement.

The United Nations Security Council au-
thorized member states to establish the fol-
low-on force in United Nations Security
Council Resolution 1088 of December 12,
1996. On June 15, 1998, the Security Council
extended the authorization for the SFOR for
an additional period terminating June 21,
1999. The mission of SFOR is to deter re-
sumption of hostilities and stabilize the secu-
rity environment to facilitate the civilian im-
plementation process.

The SFOR has successfully deterred the
resumption of hostilities by patrolling the
Zone of Separation, inspecting and monitor-
ing heavy weapons cantonment sites, enhanc-
ing and supervising Entity Armed Forces
(EAF) demining work, and, within existing
authorities and capabilities, providing sup-
port to international agencies.

The primary way SFOR supports the civil-
ian implementation effort is by contributing
to a secure environment. The SFOR works
closely with the International Police Task
Force (IPTF), which was established on De-
cember 21, 1995, under Security Council
Resolution 1035. With SFOR support, the
IPTF has successfully created indigenous
public security capabilities by reforming and
training the local police. Both the SFOR and
the IPTF, as a result, enhance public security
in ways that promote civil implementation of
the Peace Agreement. This collective ap-
proach works to make the implementation
process progressively more self-sustaining
without exceeding the SFOR’s current level
of intensity and involvement.

By contributing to a secure environment,
the SFOR has fostered greater progress by
civilian implementers, including helping to
restore road, rail, and air transportation links,
reforming racist and nondemocratic media,
and supporting international preparations for
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